SPACE   AND   GEOMETRY
right angles. Although some very astonishing results may be obtained by paper-folding,1 it can scarcely be assumed that these processes were his-torically very productive for geometry. The mate-
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rial is of too limited application, and artisans employed with it have too little incentive to exact observation.
EXPERIMENTAL KNOWLEDGE OF GEOMETRY.
The knowledge that the angle-sum of the plane triangle is equal to a determinate quantity, namely, to two right angles, has thus been reached by experience, hot otherwise than the law of the lever or Boyle and Mariotte's law of gases. It is true that neither the unaided eye nor measurements with the most delicate instruments can demonstrate absolutely that the sum of the angles of a plane triangle is exactly equal to two right angles. But the case is precisely the same with the law of the lever and with Boyle's law. All these theorems are therefore idealized and schematized experiences; for real
* See, for example, Sundara Row Js Geometric Exercises in Paper-Folding. Chicago: The Open Court Publishing Co., 1901. —Tr.slation of Bolyai's Science Absolute of Space, p. 67.—2Y.]emonstrat-
